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December 16, 2021 

 

APPLETON VILLAGE SCHOOL 

Wildcat News 

 

For Your Calendar 

Dec. 17 Basketball AVS @ Troy Howard 

Dec. 20 Basketball AVS @ St. George 

Dec. 22 – Dec. 31 Winter Break 

Jan. 3rd STUDENT DAY! 

Jan. 5 Basketball Troy Howard @ AVS 3:45 

Jan. 8 Basketball Vinalhaven @ AVS 

 

Simply Second 
Page 6 

Chewonki Presentation 
Page 5 

CALENDAR CHANGE 

On December 13th, the Appleton School 
Committee met and voted to make 

Monday, January 3rd a student day. 
Attached is the revised calendar reflecting 
this change. 
 

Pre-K Program 

Appleton Village School grant application 

for a pre-K program has been approved! 
 
Seeking all four-year-olds for next year! 
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From Nurse Sandy 

 

Sandy Fuller, MSN, RN 
School Nurse 
Appleton Village School 
737 Union Road, Appleton, ME 04682 

School: (207) 785-4504 ext 103 

sandy.fuller@fivetowns.net 

 

 

 

Hello AVS families! 

If your child tests positive for COVID-19 over the Winter Break, please email me or text/call my cell phone at 790-0758. I will be checking my messages 

periodically over the break. As a reminder, per the Maine DOE & Maine CDC, schools are not allowed to accept home COVID-19 tests at this time.  

Please read below to review the 2 types of COVID-19 testing offered at AVS. 

Pooled Testing  

Pooled testing is a preventive health and safety measure that allows schools to trace low levels of COVID-19 infection prior to the infectious stage. This allows 

schools to prevent potential exposures and outbreaks at the classroom level. Please watch the following video to see the process of pooled testing: 

https://support.concentricbyginkgo.com/hc/en-us/articles/360057072672-How-It-Works 

o Pooled testing is noninvasive. The swab only circles the inside of the lower nostrils. 

o Students are able to self-swab, even kindergarten students with supervision. 
o The test is sent to a laboratory via a courier. Results are normally sent to the school in 24-48 hours.  

o Pooled testing is for vaccinated and unvaccinated individuals.  

o Individuals participating in pooled testing are able to avoid quarantine from school if identified as a close contact for school related exposures, 

UNLESS THEY ARE SYMPTOMATIC. 

o Pooled testing allows students to continue to participate in in after school activities and school sports.  
o Pooled testing occurs once a week, on Wednesday mornings. 

o Pooled testing will be required for students and coaches to participate in basketball. 

o Consent is completed online. 

 

BinaxNOW Testing 

BinaxNOW testing is currently being offered for students and staff who become symptomatic during the school day. In conjunction with pooled testing, 

BinaxNOW testing allows for in-school follow-up testing of students who are part of a positive pool.  

o Antigen testing is noninvasive. The swab only circles the inside of the lower nostrils. 

o Students are able to self-swab, even kindergarten students with supervision. 

o The test takes 15-20 minutes to result. 
o BinaxNOW is for vaccinated and unvaccinated individuals. 

o Students and staff who test negative may return to class. Students and staff who test positive will be isolated and sent home. 

o Consent is completed via a paper consent form.  

 

Additional information can be found at this link: AVS Pooled Testing and BinaxNOW Testing FAQ's.  

If you would like your child to participate in Pooled Testing, please fill out the online consent form with your permission to perform a COVID-19 pooled test 

for your student at Appleton Village School. This process should take no more than 5 minutes to complete using a computer or a smartphone.  

1. First, click here (https://testcenter.concentricbyginkgo.com/minor-consent).  

2. Then, enter this access code: N6EY3K 

3. Finally, enter your child’s information, and you’re done! 

 

If you need to provide consent for more than one child, please complete the process separately for each child. Consent can be withdrawn at any time. Please 

notify the school nurse at sandy.fuller@fivetowns.net or 785-4504 ext. 103.  

No news is good news. If you do not hear from the school, your child’s pool is negative. If your child’s pool is positive you will receive a Swiftreach 

notification from the school with follow up instructions.  

Have a wonderful Winter Break,  

Nurse Sandy  

 

https://support.concentricbyginkgo.com/hc/en-us/articles/360057072672-How-It-Works
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1BWhnDfRXy5dCWp6t64PPdmwSYZhX_pkX8DysFr82sh0/edit?usp=sharing
https://testcenter.concentricbyginkgo.com/minor-consent
http://testcenter.concentricbyginkgo.com/minor-consent
mailto:sandy.fuller@fivetowns.net
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Fifth Grade News ~Mrs. King 

Recently in fifth grade, students did a science activity where they learned that a 
screw is an inclined plane wrapped around a cylinder.  In math we are studying 
FRACTIONS!  This week students learned a new game called "Fraction 
Capture".  Our recent essential question in reading was..."When has a plan 
helped you accomplish a task?"  Students gained experience with this essential 

question by making a plan using clay.   
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Wanted:  Incoming Kindergarten Students (for next fall) 

As we look ahead, it would be helpful to know the number of students eligible to 
join our 2022-23 Kindergarten class.  If you have a child who will be five years old 
on or before October 15, 2022, please contact the school (785-4504) to place 
your child’s name on our mailing list.  Registration will take place in the spring.  We 
are also generating a list of pre-K eligible students. Pre-K eligible students are 

students who will be four years old on or before October 15, 2022. Thank you for 
helping spread the word throughout Appleton. 

 

 

The Greening of Appleton 

“The Greening of Appleton” Town Committee has done an outstanding job decorating the 
front of our school and the school sign with greenery.  They provided two great-looking 
gnomes, a pretty tree, a lovely wreath, and a beautiful swag. The students and staff 
appreciate your time and energy in making our school festive for the holiday season.  
Thank you for your thoughtfulness.  
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Chewonki Presentation 

We had the privilege of attending a presentation by Chewonki last week.  The children were engaged in 
learning about mammals and birds.  We were quite surprised to meet "Wodun" the owl and "Ginny" the 
opossum.  We were very quiet as to not scare the animals while our presenter, Jessica, shared with 
us various facts about the two (very cute) visitors. Did you know when owls flap their wings you can't hear 
the flapping of their wings? Did you know opposums can climb trees and "play dead" to protect themselves 
from predators?   Thank-you to PARTNERS FOR ENRICHMENT for giving us this wonderful and informative 
engaging experience.  We are grateful!! 
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SIMPLY SECOND 

The Second Graders have been busy thoughtful elves.  We made marshmallow snowmen for the tree outside our foyer 

door that was donated by the "Greening of Appleton Members".  We hung our ornaments on the tree for others to 

enjoy.  Thank-you to the members of Greening. We greatly appreciate the beautiful and fun greenery adorning our 

school!  We also enjoyed creating a Literacy Extension project for the Appleton Library.  We read the book, "The Gift 

of Nothing" and brainstormed various gifts we could give to those we love that don't cost any money.  We created 

pieces of watercolor artwork to correlate with our thoughtful gift ideas. Our artwork is on display at the Appleton 

Library.  Please visit the library to enjoy our Literacy Extension project.  Simply Second wishes you all a Happy 

Holiday and joyous New Year! 
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Middle School Science 

The 8th grade science class completed the Appleton Village School Birding Trail on Monday! Featuring 

more than two dozen of our feathered friends ranging from the blue jay to the yellow-bellied sapsucker, 

the trail is designed to help students and adults learn to identify a variety of native Maine birds. Using 

weatherproof bird images donated to the school by Partners For Enrichment, students mounted the images 

on numbered poles and identified the appropriate placement based on their research of each bird’s habitat 

preferences.  

8th graders will be completing a map of the trail in the coming weeks. They will be inviting AVS 

elementary students to try out the new trail as part of the AVS Little Buddies program. The 8th grade 

thanks Partners for Enrichment for supporting this great new addition to the AVS nature trail! 
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4th Grade News 

As fourth graders wrapped up their 2nd math unit, we explored lines of symmetry by 
building some fun geometric figures with a line of symmetry. We have attached some photos of 
our creations.  

In reading we are working on identifying the theme and supporting details. Our reading 
selections have allowed us to identify lessons like: Greed can cause us to lose things we care 
about; Being free is more important than wealth; Friends should help one another; There are 
consequences for poor choices; Listen to your elders; Be thankful for what you have. Many of 
our selections were folktales and had animals as the main characters. It is through the characters’ 
actions and outcomes that we determine the lessons (theme) of the reading. We will continue to 
work on determining the theme by reading some drama this week.  

Fourth graders have been saving their class “Ludwick Loot” (our class reward system) so 
they can watch a movie before the holiday break. We currently have $500 in the “bank” and are 
close to earning the final $100 for the movie. Students have worked hard to earn this reward, and 
we look forward to settling down with a fun movie next week.  

HAPPY HOLIDAYS TO ALL! 
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SPEAKING SPANISH con Señora Karod 

flor de Nochebuena          maleta uvas 

 

Did you know… 

√ The poinsettia is from Mexico & is native to Mexico and Guatemala. The English term is named after the 

U.S. ambassador to Mexico in the 1820’s, Joel Poinsett, who popularized them in the U.S. In Spanish today 

it is called the Christmas Eve Flower (flor de Nochebuena). In Aztec it was called Cuetlaxochitl, a name 

some Mexicans use today to reflect its indigenous origins. 

√ In some Spanish speaking countries, it is believed that Los Tres Reyes Magos, or 3 wise men, arrive on 

camels to deliver presents, putting them in shoes that children set out. In Colombia, many people believe 

they are brought by Bebé Diós, or Baby Jesus. 

√ In many Spanish speaking countries, presents are opened on Jan. 6th.  

√Christmas and New Year’s celebrations can start as early as Dec. 7th and go until Feb. 2nd! 
 

Although there is a long history of other religions in Latin America, around 90% of Spanish speakers in 

Latin America are Catholic or other Christians. To understand Latin American culture, students must 

understand a few of these traditions still practiced because they go on for weeks and are everywhere. 

Here are a few highlights, depending on the country: 

7 Dec. - Colombia, Noche de Velitas - candles, paper lanterns, and fireworks are lit all over towns and 

homes. 

16-24 Dec. - Mexico, Guatemala, & parts of USA - Posadas - nightly procession where the story of Mary & 

Joseph looking for a place in the inn (posada) is reenacted, asking for entry with a song. They are turned 

away until the last home, where a fiesta is held. Often a piñata is broken and treats are eaten. 

22 Dec. - El Gordo - Spain, the biggest lottery in the world, worth billions. Everybody buys a ticket, and 

often whole villages will have the same number. It’s complicated...ask an 8th grader how it works! 

24 Dec. - Nochebuena - “Good night” or Christmas Eve. People attend “Misa de gallo”, the “Rooster Mass”, 

because you stay up afterwards eating a family meal and celebrating until morning. 
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25 Dec. - Navidad - usually a quiet family day with a special meal 

Dec. 31st at midnight - in Spain, you eat a grape every time the clock chimes and make a wish. Can 

you (safely) eat 12 grapes and make 12 wishes at midnight?? 

1st Jan. - In many countries, you grab a suitcase and run around the block to wish for many exciting 

and safe travels in the coming year. In some countries (Colombia), you wear new yellow underwear on 

New Year’s for good luck! In Puerto Rico, you clean the house and throw a bucket of water out the 

front door to get rid of evil spirits! 

6th of Jan. - Many people bake a special cake called “Rosca de Reyes”, or “Cake of the Kings”. Inside 

is hidden a small doll. You carefully cut open your slice to look for the doll. If you get it, you host a 

party on Feb. 2nd, where you are the guest of honor. Look for a recipe for this with a doll to come 

home soon! SSSHHH! 

 
Rosca de reyes / 3 Kings Wreath (sweet bread with dried fruit that symbolizes jewels in their 

crown, with doll baked inside) 
 

6 Jan. - Día de los Reyes - Day of the Kings. Rosca de Reyes is eaten at a party. Open your presents! 

2 Feb. - Candelaria - Whoever got the baby in the Rosca de Reyes must host a party! Official end of 

the Christmas season. 
 

With 21 Spanish speaking countries + the U.S. territory of Puerto Rico and roughly 62.1 million 

Hispanics in the USA, there are of course many ways these holidays are celebrated. There are many 

delicious foods, each reflecting the culture of their country. We can only learn about a tiny fraction 

of these for each country. Ask your child during vacation what they learned about traditions in the 

country they are studying this year. 
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Sunrise / Ms. Scott 

 The definition of the word transformation is a thorough change in 
appearance.  This is what has been happening during the 8th grade Geometry 
class. In their study of transformations and symmetry the students have been 
creating Escher-type drawings by reflecting, translating, and rotating geometric 
figures.  The student’s thoughts regarding this unit were, “It was cool how the 
bites and the bumps fit into each other when you put more of the shapes 
together”, “While completing this project, I learned that all pieces must be the 
exact same in order to tesselate the plane.”, “I think tessellations are a very 
creative and intriguing way to incorporate art into mathematics.”, “I learned that 
every piece that is cut out must be used and that using the exact shape over and 
over again matters to make a tessellation work and be consistent.”, “…when I 
finally completed the art piece, it felt good to make something nice.”, “It was 
satisfying to finally fit all the shapes together and make something great.”   

  
Have an absolutely wonderful winter break! 

  

  



 

 12 

avs.fivetowns.net December 16, 2021 
  

Third Grade News 

Third grade collaborates with eighth grade for some of our science 

standards and activities each year.  We had an opportunity to share 

and discuss habitats when observing a recent slithering acquisition 

to Mr. Munson's room! 
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Dear AVS Students, Families, Staff, and Community, 

 

The School Committee meets monthly to review AVS invoices, sign warrants, and discuss 
agenda items. Here is a summary of our meeting Monday, December 13th.  

 

We had the opportunity to formally meet and talk with the new first grade teacher, Holly Merriam. 
She comes to the AVS family with much experience and enthusiasm. She voiced one of the most 
exciting changes for her is being able to watch AVS students grow and learn from kindergarten all 
the way through middle school. A big thank you to her for staying to attend our meeting and we 
are lucky to have her at AVS! 

 

The Committee voted to approve the calendar change of making Monday January 3, 2022 a 
school day. This will allow for an extra snow day, if necessary, or shorten the school year by one 
day. This change is also supported by the teachers and gives us some flexibility this winter.  

 

Superintendent Clark and Principal Stillwell, touched base on our committee goals, school 
budget, and current health and safety protocols. There are no changes this month to the COVID-
19 protocols, as infection numbers continue to be high in the area.  

 

A few highlights of school happenings- AVS ice skating/hockey is returning this year as Mr. 
Mitchell has begun setting up the school ice rink.  Live streaming of the AVS basketball games 
has been successful. This may be something that continues in the future to allow more members 
of the community to watch the games from home. The School Committee was also made aware 
that the festive gnomes, swags, and wreaths that Appleton residents are seeing all over town, 
have been provided by the Appleton Greenery Committee. Thank you for your donations and for 
bringing smiles to kids and adults alike! 

 

The next School Committee meeting will be held at Appleton Village School on Monday, January 
24th at 5:00 p.m. We encourage AVS staff and members of the community to join us! 

 

Happy Holidays, 

Beth, Steve, Carly, Jess, and Lisa  
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School Dismissal 2:55 Monday, Tuesday, Thursday, Friday

Please note:School dismissl on Wednesday at 1:40

Teacher Workshop Day flex TOBE DETERMINED

S M T W T F S S M T W T F S August 23 Teacher Workshop Day 

1 2 3 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 August 24 Teacher Workshop Day

4 5 6 7 8 9 10 8 9 10 11 12 13 14 August 25 COVID Day-Flex Day

11 12 13 14 15 16 17 15 16 17 18 19 20 21 August 26 Teacher Workshop Day

18 19 20 21 22 23 24 22 W W W/F W 27 28 August 30 Teacher Workshop Day- Prep day

25 26 27 28 29 30 31 29 W 0 August 31 First Day of School Grades 1-8

August 31 Kindergarten Screening Appt only

September 1 Kindergarten Screening Appt only

September 2 First Day of School Kindergarten

S M T W T F S S M T W T F S

1 2 3 4 1 2 September 6 Labor Day

5 H 7 8 9 10 11 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 September 7-24 NWEA Assessment Window

12 13 14 15 16 17 18 10 H 12 13 E 15 16 September 8 Open House?

19 20 21 22 23 24 25 17 18 19 20 21 22 23 October 11 Indigenous People's Day 

26 27 28 29 30 24 25 26 27 28 29 30 October 14 Early Release (11:30) - Parent Conferences

31

November 11 Veterans Day Observed

S M T W T F S S M T W T F S

1 2 3 4 5 6 1 2 W 4 November 24 Thanksgiving Break

7 8 9 10 H 12 13 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 December 3 1/2 Workshop Day 1/2 teacher prep

14 15 16 17 18 19 20 12 13 14 15 16 17 18 December 3 T1 Grades Close

21 22 23 X H X 27 19 20 21 X X X X December 6 2nd Trimester Begins

28 29 30 X X X X X X

December 10 T1 Progress Reports Sent Home

December 22 - Jan 2 Holiday Break

S M T W T F S S M T W T F S

1 1 2 3 4 5 January 3 Student Day

2 3 4 5 6 7 8 6 7 8 9 10 11 12

9 10 11 12 13 14 15 13 14 15 16 17 E 19 January 17 Martin Luther King, Jr. Day

16 H 18 19 20 21 22 20 X X X X X 26

23 24 25 26 27 28 29 27 28 February 18 Early Release (11:30)

30 31 February 21-25 Winter Break

March 10 End of 2nd Trimester 

S M T W T F S S M T W T F S March 11 Workshop Day- Prep Day

1 2 3 4 5 1 2 March14 3rd Trimester Begins

6 7 8 9 10 W 12 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 March 17 Early Release (11:30) - Parent Conferences

13 14 15 16 E 18 19 10 11 12 13 14 E 16 March 17 T2 Progress Reports Given to Parents

20 21 22 23 24 25 26 17 X X X X X 23 March 7-April 8 MEA Testing Window ??

27 28 29 30 31 24 25 26 27 28 29 30

April 15 Early Release (11:30)

April 18-22 Spring Break

S M T W T F S S M T W T F S May 11 Concert - potential

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 1 2 3 4 May 30 Memorial Day

8 9 10 11 12 13 14 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 May 23-June 3 NWEA Assessment Window

15 16 17 18 19 20 21 12 13 14 15 16 17 18

22 23 24 25 26 27 28 19 20 21 22 23 24 25

29 H 31 26 27 28 29 30

June 16 T3 Grades Close

June 16 T3 Progress Reports Sent Home

O = First Day of School 175 Student Days June 16 End of 3rd Trimester 

W = Workshop Day 183 Teacher Days June 16 Last Day of School

H = Holiday 5 Snow Days June 16 Field Day/Early Release (11:30)

X = Vacation Unused Snow Days will be subtracted from the date of the last day of school

E = Early Release (11:30 dismissal)

MAY (21) JUNE (12)

SEPTEMBER (21) OCTOBER (20)

NOVEMBER (18) DECEMBER (14)

 Appleton Village School
2021-2022  School Calendar Approved 3/29/2021 revised 12/13/2021

Grades K - 8

JULY (0) AUGUST (1)

Student Arrive 8:20 with School Start at 8:25

MARCH (22) APRIL (16)

JANUARY (20) FEBRUARY (15)
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